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EAST EUROPE'S ECONOMIC ORSANIZATIO' -- COMECOH -- 

HAS PROPOSED HEGOTIATIO¢N OF A 2ROAD AGREEMENT WITH THE 
EUROPEAN COMMOP! MARKET, AIMED AT IMPROVING TRADE, ECONOMIC 
AND OTHER RELATIONS. ENS ANALYST RUSSELL DYSVIK HAS THESE 
OLSERVATIONS ABOUT THE COMECO.: INITIATIVE: 

OICE: 

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE COUNCIL FOR MUTUAL ECOHOMIC 
ASSISTANCE -- AS COMECON IS FORMALLY CALLED -- HAVE NOT 
EXTENDED DIPLOMATIC RECOGHITIC! TO THE COrMOl MARKET. 

BUT THERE HAVE BEEN JHFORMAL CONTACTS RETHEEN THC THO 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

JUST OVER A YEAP AGO SEI'IOR OFFICIALS OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMHISSION -- THE COMMON MARKET'S EYECUTIVE BODY -- HELD 
EXPLORATORY TALKS “ITH COMECON LEADERS IN MOSCO'!, HOWEVER, 
THE TYO SIDES WERE UNASLE TO AGREE ON A FORMAL AGENDA FOR 
DISCUSSIONS -- LET ALONE ON WAYS TO INCREASE ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION, 

COPT) THE COMECON OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY TOLD COMMON 
MARKET REPRESENTATIVES THAT THEY DIO NOT HAVE THE AUTHORITY 
TO TAKE DECISIONS -- EVE!: Oi All AGENDA FOR THE TALKS. 

CEND OPT) 

IT IS JUST THIS SORT OF SITUATION THAT COMMOE 
MARKET OFFICIALS CITE IM ARGUING THAT COMECON IS NOT 
AN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY -- BUT IN REALITY, LITTLE 
MORE THAN A SOVIET-DOMINATED ECONOMIC PRESSURE GROUP. 


SO THERE APPEARS TO BE LITTLE CHAWCE THAT WEST 
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EUROPEAN LEADERS WILL GE ASLE TO NEGOTIATE A BLOC-TO-ALOC 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH COMECON. 

SINCE ITS VERY INCEPTION, THE COMMON MARKET HAS 
DELEGATED AUTHORITY FOR TRADE POLICY TO THE BRUSSELS 
COMMISSION, AND THE COMMISSION'S PONYERS HAVE BEEN INCREASED 
OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS. 

ALL TRADE AND COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS ARE NOW NEGOTIATED 
BY THE COMMISSION -- JOIMTLY Of! BEHALF OF THE NINE E~E-C 
MEMBER STATES. COOPERATION AGREENENTS MAY STILL BE NEGOTIATED 
BY INDIVIOUAL MEMBER GOVERIIMEMNTS -- BUT THEY ARE SURJECT 
TO CLOSE REVIEW BY THE COMMISSION, NHICH AS THE POYER 
TO INSIST ON CHAHGES IN THE AGREEMENTS IF COMSUNITY 
POLYCY IS VIOLATED, 

SO, AS EXISTING AGREENENTS EXPIRE, CONECON GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE LITTLE CHOICE BUT TO DEAL WITH THE BRUSSELS COMMISSION, 

ONE OF THE SUGGESTIONS PUT FORWARD IN THE NEW COMECON 
INITIATIVE IS THAT COMECO™ AND TH: COMMON MARKET MUTUALLY 
ACCORD EACH OTHER MOST-FAYORED-iJATION TARIFF TREATHENT 
AND REMOVE ALL BANS AND RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE, IN THE PAST, 
WHEN THE E-E-C GRANTED MOST-FAVORED-HATION -- OR NON- 
DISCRIMINATORY ~-- TARIFF STATUS TO A GOVERNMENT, THE MOVE 
CAME ONLY AFTER LENGTHY NEGOTIATIONS. SRUSSELS OFFICIALS 
FEEL -~ AT LEAST IN THIS INSTAMCE -~ THAT COMECON JUST 
DOES NOT HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE FOR ITS MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS. EXISTING COMMUNITY POLICIES GOVERNING 
AGRICULTURE AND OTHER KEY SECTORS WOULD ALSO REQUIRE 
EXTENSIVE NEGOTIATIONS -- AND RECIPROCAL ACTION -- IF 
RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE WERE TO BE ABOLISHED. 
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AS DETAILS OF THE COMECON PRGPOSAL BECOME KNONIN, IT IS 
LIKELY THAT DISCUSSIONS -- INSIDF THE COMMON MARKET, AND 
WITH COMECON WILL FOLLOW. 8UT UNTIL AND UNLESS COMECON CAN 
DEMONSTRATE THAT IT HAS THE AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE 
FOR ITS MEMBER GOVERNMENTS -- IT IS UILIKELY THAT COMMOW 
MARKET LEADERS CAR GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION THE IDEA 
OF FORMAL COOPERATION BETYEEN THE E-E-C A‘IN CONCECON. 
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